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110 COUNTRY BETWEEN DAR-ES-SALAM AND KILWA. [Jan. 11,1875. 

of the Koran, the happy possessors of which are regarded with something akin 
to awe by their fellows. The origin of the race is obscure. The theory of 
Capt. Speke may or may not be valid. Arabic traders from time immemorial 
may have given a type to this people, a cross which certainly resembles the 
Abyssinian, and perhaps may have been produced by the Arab and the Negro. 
A large portion of the people are Negroes, black; but for charaeteristics of 
the Ugandi proper this is a field of speeulation, and requires serious study. " I ought to pay a tribute to His Highness the Khedive of Egypt, who has 
recognised my services to my adopted country. A prince who places himself 
in the van of civiiisation and progress, and who has chosen for the work my 
able chief, Colonel Gordon, requires no eulogy from me. I trust that the result 
may be the spread of order and enlightenment in Central Afriea. 

" I have the honour to be, gentlemen, 
" Your humble and obedient servant, 

" Chas. Chaill^ Long, 
" Colonel, and Chief of the Staff to Colonel Gordon." 

The Chairman said Colonel Long's was one of the most romantic and 
extraordinary stories of African travel he had ever heard. It was impossible 
not to admire the courage and determination with which Colonel Long had 
accomplished his arduous task. The paper afforded a very graphic idea of the 
perils and dangers that beset all African travellers, and should increase the 
admiration which was felt for those who willingly devoted themselves to such 
a work. 

Mr. Markham next read :? 

1. On the Country between Dar-es-Salam and Kilwa. By Captain F. 
Elton, Assistant Political Agent, Zanzibar. 

[This is published entire in the ' Journal,' vol. xliv., pp. 238 et seqq.~\ 

The Chairman said this was another chapter in the romantic history of 
exploration in Afriea, and was filled with the same kind of perils and diffi? 
culties which had to be encountered in making any progress in discovery on 
that continent. Whoever went into those regions must carry his ̂ life in his 
hand, and have no ordinary powers of endurance. He regretted the absence 
of Sir Bartle Frere from the meeting. If he had been present, he would have 
been able to add valuable testimony to the interest of these explorations, 
which were all carrying out the great object for which he was despatched on 
the late mission to Zanzibar. 

The following paper was then read by Major Erskine :? 

2. A Journey to Umzila, in South Eastern Africa. By 
Mr. St. Yincent Erskine. 

[Abridgment by Major Erskine.] 
It will be within the reeolleetion of the President and many 
Members of the Society, that in the year 1868, Mr. St. Yincent 
Erskine, then a mere boy, explored the course of the Limpopo 
Kiver, from its junction with the Lipalule or Elephant's Eiver to 
its mouth, which was found at the Inhampura of the maps, and not 
as previously thought by many the Sabia, near Inhambane ! This 

expedition was a most extraordinary one, considering that the 
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Jan. 11, 1875.] JOURNEY TO UMZILA, S.E. AFRICA. 111 

difficulties overcome by a mere youth had baffled the attempt of 

many experienced travellers well supplied with goods, whilst Mr. 
Erskine had only a few beads, blankets, knives, and a little calico, 
supplied out of his savings as a junior officer in the service of the 
Government. 

A paper on the subject, with copious notes from Mr. Erskine's 
Journal (printed by the Society), was prepared and read at a 

Meeting of the Society, in June, 1869, by Dr. Mann. The fact of 
the Limpopo debouching at the Inhampura was still doubted by 
some, although it had been frequently crossed by travellers and 
hunters, above the junction of the Elephant's Eiver, where Mr. 
Erskine struck it; until Capt. Elton went down in a boat from the 
Tate to that point. On this occasion Erskine found that the cha? 
racter of a trader would have been by far the best, as that of an 

explorer was not understood, and the savages, who had never 
before seen a white man, were much opposed to his passing, 
thinking that he would bring white people to conquer their 

country, as the Boers had done that near them. They had never 
heard of Natal, and called the Portuguese red men, some of whom 

they had seen, but these were half-eastes. In the journal of his 
next expedition now before us, Mr. Erskine refers to this and to the 

concluding paragraph of his first journal, which says that the result 
of his examination of the vast country to the north-east of Natal, 
many times larger than England, is that many parts of it are 

healthy and fertile, and can hardly be said to be inhabited at all; 
and that it was extremely desirable that the country between the 

Limpopo and the Sabia should be explored, as a part of it is that 
described in old geography books as Sophala, or Sophira, or Sophir 
and Monomotapa (which last signifies in Zulu, " The children of 
the Mines)," and stated to be very rich in gold, several millions 

sterling having been exported thence by the Portuguese annually, 
and their having had cities there which were large and wealthy. 
The traveiler, Carl Mauch, discovered remains of a city, called 
Zimbye, which he supposed to be those of the lost cities of the 
Queen of Sheba, on which these ruins are supposed to stand on the 
river Sabi (which is supposed by many to have been the proper 
name of Solomon's fair friend). By Mauch's account this must 
have been only 42 miles from the great Chief Umzila's kraal, 
which Mr. Erskine determined, by several observations of the stars, 
to be in lat. 20? 23' s., and long. 32? 30' e. Mr. Erskine, however, 
could hear nothing of the ruins, or of his friend Mauch. The 
original journal was unfortunately lost, with some of Mr. Erskine's 
instruments and all his observations, in a flooded river, together 
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112 JOURNEY TO UMZILA, [Jan. 11, 1875. 

with a waggon, a white child, and ^yo oxen; divers were em? 

ployed to search for the jonrnals, which were in a tin box, but in 
vain. The journal from which this paper is prepared has been 
written from memory, and from the notes ofM. Dubois, who accom? 

panied Mr. Erskine as interpreter, and who returned by sea with 
the ivory sent to the Natal Government by Umzila, and the heavy 
baggage. Such latitudes and longitudes as are given are partly 
from recollection, but mostly from his map, which he had on his 
person. Mr. Erskine tried to interest different friends in the ex? 

ploration of the country between the Limpopo and the Zambeze, so 
as to make another expedition; but having failed to do so, had 
settled down at home in despair, when, in August 1870, a deputa? 
tion or embassy from Umzila, King of Gosa, who rules from King 
George's Eiver, at Delagoa Bay, to the Zambeze, arrived at Natal, 
apologizing for the ill-treatment Mr. Erskine had met with from his 

people on the Limpopo, and begging that he or some other person 
might be sent to establish friendly relations with them for trade 
and labour, and particularly that a ship with goods should be sent 
into the Limpopo, when he would " load it down" with ivory. 
Mr. Erskine had never ceased to regard the blank in the map north 
of the Limpopo as his property, and jumped at the opportunity 
when offered the mission by Lieutenant-Governor Keate, supplying 
a great portion of .the goods required himself, the cost of which was 
afterwards paid by the Government. He sailed in a schooner in 
June, 1871, with Mr. Bobert Dubois (who had come out of the 
terrible Limpopo Expedition with him before), as his interpreter, 
and one Natal " Induna," or headman (a Zulu), and a Zulu man as 
servant, who spoke English, and one of Umzila's men, who had 
remained behind from the embassy to accompany him. All his 
coin consisted of Gs. Gd.; goods being the only coin current where 
he was going, and he left his young bride and all his relations, to 
face again the horrors of a journey on foot through the wilds of 
Afriea, from which he had only recently escaped barely with his 
life. At his arrival at Lorenco Marques or Delagoa Bay, which he 
describes very minutely as a miserable place, owing to misgovern- 
ment and want of energy on the part of the Government and the 
inhabitants, who were all half-castes, he found the Governor hostile 
to his expedition, because hostile to the Chief Umzila, with whom 
his Government had been recently at war, and he therefore refused 
him permission to go into the interior, although he had a passport 
from the Portuguese Consul in Natal, marked for the interior, and 
letters from the Natal Government stating the object of his visit. 
Mr. Erskine, however, was not to be stopped in this way; he landed 
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Jan. 11, 1875.] IN SOUTH-EAST AFRICA. 113 

the bulk of his goods under Mr. Dubois, as they had paid duty, and 

arranged with him a rendezvous on the Limpopo, proceeding himself 
to Inhambane, a Portuguese settlement higher up the coast, where 
the Governor, thanks to M. Laforte, a French gentleman, all 

powerful there, allowed him to proceed into the interior. The 

Bay of Inhambane is surrounded by a belt of coco-nut trees, which 

grow luxuriantly, and which if properly utilized would produce an 
immense return. Mr. Erskine states that the Portuguese there 
since the Zulu invasion are neither feared nor respected, and that, 
having only negro troops, they are held in contempt by the sur? 

rounding tribes. The productions are ground nuts in immense 

quantities; sugar, coco-nuts, india-rubber, and gum copal. They 
make the roofs here very ingeniously by forming a thatch mat on 
the ground, instead of thatching in the usual manner, and then 

put the thatch mat on the roof, and the walls are made in the same 

way. The abolition of the slave-trade has depopulated Inhambane 
and Delagoa Bay; but legitimate trade is fast restoring prosperity 
to both. M. Laforte, who is the tutelary genius of Inhambane, 
and but for whose energy and military prowess the Portuguese at 
Inhambane would have probably been driven into the sea, or con? 
fined to their so-called fort, was extremely kind to Mr. Erskine. 
On the 31st of July he started for the interior, and marched 6 miles 
to a Kraal, where he was well entertained with his party, which 
consisted of 12 porters, 6 of whom carried the pieces of his double 
boat, made of canvas and framework by himself. The huts of 
the Tongas are kept purposely surrounded by dense bush, in order 
to allow of their escape into it when attacked, and they are con? 
sequently more picturesque and agreeable than those of the Zulus, 
which are in the open. A long straight avenue leads up to them, 
with impenetrable bush on each side, so that the approach of an 
enemy must be seen. In the very limited part where life and 
property are secure, the Tongas, Mr. Erskine says, 

" 
plant coco-nuts, 

palms, and lemons>" the two latter the planter may hope to enjoy, 
but the coco-nut trees he evidently plants for posterity, as they 
take some thirty years to grow, though some are said to bear in 
seven. Altogether the Tongas are an improvable and improving 
race, they consider war an abnormal state of existence, and to be 
avoided as much as possible. Differently from the mere savage 
Zulu, who regards it as the only fitting state of life, and despises 
the arts of peace. Whether the Tongas are Chobis, Basiga, Bila, 
Kulu, Mandauda, or Mandoua, or whether they are under Zulu 
oppression or Portuguese protection, they are one and all industrious 
and capable of improvement, possessing great agricultural abilities, 
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114 JOURNEY TO UMZILA, [Jan. 11, 1875. 

and many rude attempts at manufactures! Objecting to military 
discipline, and preferring to be governed by petty chiefs, whom 

they obey more from moral influence than from force. The 
knives with ornamented ivory handles and sheaths, the blankets 
made of the bark of trees, by felting, those woven from the same 

bark, and many other objects of art brought out by Mr. Erskine, 
confirm in a remarkable degree what is here stated; the Zulus 
never having attempted anything of the sort though living in a 
colder country, and where skins are far more scarce, and although 
the fibres in the Zulu country are of very superior quality. As a 
further proof: 

" 
Passing through a beautiful country alive with 

francolines, partridges, Guinea-fowl, and singing birds of various 

sorts, he says. About 10 o'clock I reached the kraal of a principal 
man, and was entertained for the first time by the really effective 
music of these Basique, four or five native pianos or rather harmo- 
nicons were produced, and several drums, large and small, with 
rattles containing the seeds of the Kaffir boom enclosed in reed 

cases, also other calabash rattles fixed on handles of a peculiar kind, 
fastened above the calf and ankle of the right leg. The pianos 
started the tune, which formed a sort of accompaniment to the 

singing or air, the little drums had their part, and the big drums 

theirs, the rattles of one sort, and the leg-rattles also took separate 
parts. Instruments of one kind were played in conjunction with 
each other, each in their turns and at intervals, as it was deemed 

necessary, a clash of the whole came in a chorus together. The 
effect was good. At times it died away almost to silence, and then 

gradually grew louder as each instrument chimed in, till the big 
drums, hand-rattles, leg-rattles, bass voices and chorus came to the 
final crescendo, and then as gradually died away again. I never 
heard the native music again so effective, partly because on our 
return the men were absent in a warlike expedition. After being 
thus entertained, I presented the headman with some beads and 
went on." They still passed through the bush, and, excepting on 
occasional rises of the land, seldom caught a view a-head. Pro? 

ceeding through a country principally of deciduous thornless trees,, 
with occasional umkoshle, and a sort of gutta percha, and sleeping 
in the open; he found plenty of water always at the huts, pro? 
ceeding apparently from the Inyantombe River. The country was 
so flat that he attempted to get an observation for variation of the 

compass by amplitude. It gave 210? w. The instrument he had, 
having lost his pocket compass, was a multum in parvo sort of compass, 
by Casella, sent by the Society, which he did not find so effective as 
an ordinary prismatic compass, which he could not procure in Natal, 
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Jan. 11, 1875.] IN SOUTH-EAST AFRICA. 115 

though some were afterwards sent to him. The barometric readings 
were lost with his journals. On the 2nd of August Mr. Erskine 
reached Umzila's Border, at the Inyantombe Eiver, an affluent of 
the Inyanbone, which he also crossed, flowing northerly in lat. 
23? 55', where he saw a creeper, which he describes as the original 
of Jack's bean-stalk, and which not only covered the tops of the 
trees like an umbrella, but also several bushes, and it was further 

supported by poles, until it covered 5400 square feet. Pods, the 
size of small boys' heads, hung in masses from it, striped with broad 
bands of white and green, containing flat nuts the size of a florin, 
rich in oil, and eaten by the natives ; these nuts were planted in 

Natal, and one grew well; it has not yet borne fruit. Another 

peculiar tree, called Umtonte, was found unaccompanied by any 
other forest tree. It was deciduous, and apparently belonged to the 

leguminous order. It bears a pod with brown bean-shaped seeds, 
and the country is covered with it, and it is frequently so com? 

pletely covered by lichens as to resemble elfin groves. In these 

sandy wastes no game is found, and even birds are never seen. It 
was thinly populated. 

This was the character of the bulk of the country from Inham? 
bane to the Limpopo. The elevations were mere undulations, and 
had evidently been formed on a sea-beach by the action of the water, 
sometimes of mere sand, and at others from arenaceous soil of a red 
and more fertile description. They are universally covered by de? 
ciduous thornless trees, with but little grass, and that of a poor sort. 
There is no undergrowth. Patches of vegetable ivory palm fill occa? 

sionally desiccated lagoons. The party crossed the Eshegibi stream, 
which disappeared in a large open flat which had no visible outlet. 
The district of Inyansuna was now crossed. Several interesting 
spots required further investigation, especially the mouth of the 
Inbabali or Zavora Eiver, and the mountainous region between 
Umzila's Kraal and the Zambese, including the auriferous region of 
the Manika Eiver. The idea occurred that as the litmus dye is 

produced from a tree lichen (the orchilla), perhaps the moss-like 
lichen, so profuse, might be utilised, though it is not strong enough 
for cordage. The natives' huts are always miles away from water, 
showing the great insecurity of life and property, and their clearings 
are at intervals along many rivulets and streams. Hippopotami 
abound. Next morning they came on the Inyampahimpale, or Sable 

Antelope Eiver, a strong and rapid river, about 100 feet wide. How 
all these rivers rise far in the interior in a flat country, and fed 

apparently by only periodical mountain streams, is a puzzle. Any 
geographer traversing that country would do good service by tracing 
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116 JOURNEY TO UMZILA, [Jan. 11, 1875. 

these rivers to their source. On the ninth day he came to a chief, 
called Umveomus, who spoke Zulu, and when he heard that Erskine 
was going to Umzila's on a mission he said it was good. " And is it 
true that the British Government is going to take the country ? That 
will be good; there will be no more running into the bush to avoid 
the asegai." He was sorry to have to disabuse him of the idea, and 
said he was come to arrange for the people to go and to come from 
Natal to labour and trade in safety. He said that was good; but 
that the English must take the country, as their Zulu masters took 
from them whatever they had a fancy for. He asked him why they 
did not like the Portuguese ? to which he replied, that they shut 
themselves up in their walled towns and did not govern; but they 
wanted powerful white chiefs to live among them, strong to punish 
and reward, and who could protect themselves and their subjects. 
Passing a whole day without finding water, he came to a dense bush, 
also without water, where he first saw on this route the Tsetse fly 
and black-crested guinea-fowl. The next day he almost came to 
bloodshed. Passing a kraal, where the people were drunk, they 
rushed on his men and almost threw them down in taking the things 
off their heads. They said the white men must stay with them and 

give them presents. The next day Mr. Erskine refused to do either, 
and ordered his men to shoulder their loads. They begged him not 
to enrage these men, as they were drunk. As they stopped his men, 
he went on, and when they sent a man after him he told them that 
he was Umzila's guest and that the things were his, and they had 
saved him the trouble of carrying them. He had previously intended 
to shoot one man; but they saw that he was determined to do so, 
and let him pass. Next day he reached the confluence of the Shoho- 
zoli, a large river, with the Limpopo, where the bellowing of the 

hippopotami was constantly heard. This must have been an inte? 

resting moment when, calling to mind the desperate circumstances 
under which he had last seen the Limpopo, alone, fever-strieken and 
with only a small piece of brass-wire left, with which to make his 

way back for many hundreds of miles. The valley was densely 
peopled when he was there in 1868, but now it was still more filled 

up. Next day he reached Manjobos?his old enemy, Manjobo, com? 
mander-in-chief at the Bigin. Mr. Erskine sent to say that" Maskin " 

had arrived for the second time, and would like to see him soon. 
He came that night, but did not see him till morning, and then said 
he knew nothing of him, his mission, or of Mr. Dubois and the goods. 
He admitted next day that he knew of the expedition, but said he 
had nothing to do with it, and if it were true that Umzila wanted 
to be friends with the white men, he did not. He gave a goat, and 

This content downloaded from 195.34.79.174 on Fri, 13 Jun 2014 20:36:16 PM
All use subject to JSTOR Terms and Conditions

http://www.jstor.org/page/info/about/policies/terms.jsp


Jan. 11, 1875.] IN SOUTH-EAST AFRICA. 117 

wanted all he saw. Leaving on the 15th of August, he found plenty 
of inhabitants on the Limpopo for some distance, when the popula? 
tion became thinner. 

The next day he met Mr. Dubois and his goods. Mr. Dubois had 
had a terrible time of it from want of bearers, and the troublesome 

navigation in canoes of the King George's Eiver for about 70 miles. 
It is only about 8 miles from the sea. Though shallow at the mouth, 
the river appears to be deep elsewhere; hippopotami abounded, 
and the country was so infested with bugs and rats, that he could 
not sleep at night. The main stream bursts through the Bomba 
mountains and rises near Leydenburg; its chief affluents are the 
Salibala, on the upper waters of which are the new Gold Fields, the 

Umgerania, and the Umlumase. The King George's Eiver is not 
more than 100 yards wide. All these rivers rise near Leydenburg, 
at about an altitude of 6000 feet, in one of the finest and healthiest 
countries in the world. The coast lands drained by them are 

fertile, but the climate is too unhealthy for European occupation; 
therefore except for depots for goods, or for sugar or tropical pro? 
duce, they will never be valuable. A small steamer from Lorenco 

Marques, well supported, would find ample employment here. They 
now started back to Monjobos, finding the Limpopo quite unnavi- 

gable, and on arrival there spent some time In putting together his 
double canvas canoe and making inquiries about his route; and he 
then records, for the first time, that the whole country, from the 

Limpopo due north to the Zambesi was one dense bush-covered 

plain. He drank milk and ate green maize, which is found all the 

year round, and had no fever; whilst Mr. Dubois, who feared both, 
suffered much from it. Although guests of the King, they were 

obliged to buy food, which they told Manjobo was an insult. The 
soil further in was very superior, but not occupied. They visited 
the Eoyal Military Kraal at the Byin, a very pretentious place, 
which might hold from 1000 to 2000 cattle, but did not usually con? 
tain more than 100. Here they were hospitably entertained. Fish 
of various kinds abound in the Limpopo: one kind, weighing from 
5 lbs. to 20 lbs., was very beautiful, and a drawing of it was pre? 
served ; it has eight teeth above and ten below on the outside of the 
mouth, with channels cut to receive them. The river is also alive 
with aquatic birds, which are described. They now started down the 

Limpopo in the double canoe, described in Baines' and Lord's books, 
which Mr. Erskine had made under Baines' personal advice, and 

drawings. On the whole, he prefers the skeleton of a common wherrj', 
to be covered with canvas. They found the river so shallow that, 
although their craft drew only a few inches, they frequently ran 
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118 JOURNEY TO UMZILA, [Jan. 11, 1875. 

agrtiund. The natives were much surprised at seeing a sailing-boat, 
and followed for miles, exclaiming, " There go the fathers of ships! 
there go aquatic birds! there go fish! there go the children of the sea!" 
On the fourth day they met with a sad mishap : when crossing a wide 
reach in a breeze the boat took in water at the junction of the deck and 
canvas, and, not landing soon enough to baie out, she went down. 
Mr. Dubois jumped overboard with his gun, but was compelled to drop 
it. Mr. Erskine collected his instruments and swam to the shore 
with them. They lost two valuable rifles, their boots and pots, &c, 
which were there worth anything. Mr. Erskine dived that day and 
the next until quite benumbed and severely cut with coral-rock, but 
could not recover anything but the boat, which was uninjured ; but 
the Kafirs afterwards broke her in landing, so that it was not worth 
while to repair her, and her skeleton was left in a tree as a trophy. 
They now went down the river in a dug-out. They were three 

days going down to the sea from Manjobos, and the river was only 
navigable for about 60 miles apparently. Here Mr. Erskine was 
attacked by fever, which had been hanging about him ever since his 

exposure in diving for his things, and his description is most graphic. 
He says, 

" I could have died with words of gratitude to anyone who 

gave me strychnine." 
Mr. Erskine describes most minutely the entrance to the Lim? 

popo, with instructions to vessels entering it. There is a double 
bar there, and the tortuous channels are always open. He had no 
boat with which to explore these channels, but thinks they must be 
from four to five fathoms deep, and the same inside for 60 miles. 
It is altogether a more navigable river than either the King 
George's or Mapoota rivers at Delagoa Bay. The latitude, as deter? 
mined by Mr. Erskine from the natural horizon, in 1868, was south 
25? 15'; but the mist from the surf doubtless affected the result. 

Captain Owen's determination was 25? 11' 6", a difference of 3 to 4 
miles. On this occasion, the mean of several stellar and solar 
observations almost exactly agreed with that celebrated surveyor's 
determination, namely, lat. 25? 12' s.; the longitude was 33? 45' e., 
disagreeing with Captain Owen's chronometric observations by 14', 
his being 33? 31' e. The width at the mouth was 13\ fathoms at 

high tide. The natives said that the mast of a vessel and an anchor 
was to be seen on the bar a few years since, exactly agreeing with 
Admiral Sir William Hall's account given at the reading of the 

paper, in 1868, even to the vessel sticking on both bars, but with 
the exception of the crew being eaten by natives?but they said 
that might have happened, as the Chobis were cannibals then. 

He sums up the navigation and commerce of the Limpopo thus: 
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" It is difficult of entry ; has 60 miles of navigation, 25 of which are 

directly inland ; and it flows through a fine alluvial valley 15 miles 
broad. Its productions are hides, horns, native furs, gums (in? 
cluding copal, he believes), ground-nuts, vegetable ivory, orchilla 
lichen, mangrove poles, perhaps a little cotton (which grows wild 
and is used by the natives), honey, and bees-wax. Its advantages 
of position are its proximity to Leydenburg, in the Transvaal 

country, where bread-stuffs are grown, as well as wool; and which 
is also rich in minerals of all sorts: the distance to the new Gold 
Fields being 170 miles. 

" There seems to be no doubt that, with a tug-steamer, the port 
would be extremely valuable, and it should be surveyed at once by 
the Admiralty; indeed, I understood that the survey which was 
recently made of the coast and rivers from the Cape to Natal was 
to be continued at once on this coast. It is truly strange, that in 
the nineteenth century, with so many vessels as we have had on 
that coast, suppressing the slave-trade, it should be virtually un? 

surveyed; and that we should be dependent on a land traveiler 
for information as to the mouths, navigation, &c, of numerous large 
rivers such as those mentioned in this Journal?the Limpopo, Sabi, 
Bosi, &c. 

" The disadvantage of the Limpopo is the fever, which prevails 
there and all along that coast beyond 27? of lat., but which does 
not extend beyond the foot of the hills which run, more or less, 
near to the sea, and the vast plateaux of which are as healthy as 
Madeira." 

As a specimen of Kaffir delays and lies take this: " 
Manjobo 

(his bete noir) persisted that he could not get bearers, and added 
that war, not goods, was his business; and, when Mr. Erskine threat- 
ened to leave the goods behind, he asked when he would be ready, 
and was told the day after to-morrow. The next day he produced 
bearers, and as Mr. Erskine was not ready, he said it was Sunday. 
He said he had been to Delagoa Bay, and knew that day, when every- 
one howled as if he had the stomach-ache, and made holiday for 
three days. He then said, as they had come into the country to 
make peace, he was bitten by the same mania, and was going to 
make peace between two Chobis by force; and just then a force of 
warriors passed. He gave some more insolence, and left, and they 
saw no more of him, the viceroy of the king's southern dominion 
and forces?a ragged lot of Tongas and mongrel Zulus, with a 
Tonga commander-in chief, five-feet nothing when his feet are well 
dusted. Here they saw a refugee chief from near Delagoa Bay, 
whose father was the chief of Inyak, the British isle there?now 
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under arbitration by Marshal MacMahon. He had run away to 
avoid the fate of all Nozengili's relations about there, he having 
killed this man's aunt and father, several uncles, cousins, and in- 
fluential men. He told us of the seizure of the William Shaw in 
the English river Mapoota, and said we were * all talk;' that we 
called Inyak ours, and it was Nozingili's, or else he could not kill 
the people there; and said, ' 

Why do you let the Portuguese seize 

your ships?* The natives knew all about the road being made 
from Delagoa Bay to the Dutch Republic. They left the goods at 

Manjobo's, as no bearers appeared; but, finding this, Manjobo 
sent them after them, carried by his own wives, who abused them 

roundly. In the art of vituperation the Kafnr women are proficient, 
and might excite the envy of the white world. This was a ruse of 

Manjobo's to excuse himself to the king for having delayed the 

goods.'* 
Here he met with a most graceful and gigantic palm called 

Muli, from the stream on which they grow. They would adora 

any large conservatory. These large, stiff-leaved endogens send up 
brilliant orange stems 50 and 60 feet high. The country was 
fertile here, and the Chobis industrious?having large clearings of 
bananas and other fruits. 

They now had attacks of fever every fifteen days, and had to lay 
up each time for two or three days. Calomel, Dover's powder, 
emetics, and quinine, always proved effectual. Each of them had 
the fever about thirty times during this journey. 

Here they saw the first leper, who ha*d lost some of his joints, 
and had the usual leonine expression. They always found lepers 
in country where the water was bad. 

Many indiarubber vines were seen, but mostly tapped. It is the 
same as that on the West Coast. After eleven days' travelling, they 
were only 24 miles from Manjobo's, showing what travelling with 

royal bearers is, marching in all directions ; and so they went on. 
Here they picked up an amphibious tortoise, who bit very strongly 
with a movable flange of the lower part of its shell, which was 
black. 

The Chobis had curious bark canoes, and used double paddles 
like ours. They are a fine race, lighter than the Tongas or Zulus, 
and with finer cut features. The men are frightfully disfigured 
by knobs down their foreheads, &c.; and the women are adorned, 
we are bound to say, with panniers made of bark. 

Here they saw some tree aloes, about 40 feet high, and very like 

dragon trees. They have here numbers of domesticated bees in 

their huts, who don't seem hasty or ill-tempered with their stings: 
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pleasant companions! The people here consume numbers of dried 

caterpillars, which are thought a great luxury. 
The large river here is called the Inyarhime, and is navigable 

for a great distance, but it is not known whether it is so at its 
mouth. There is a fine opening here for a white trader. This river is 
the Lavora or Oro of the charts. These Chobis work well in wood 
iron, and are a most interesting race, living on manioc or cassava. 
Their government is a Commonwealth; each stockade being a 
separate realm. Having no leader, they cannot act on the offensive, 
and only combine for defence. Mr. Erskine thinks it likely that 
some ancient ruins may exist near this, at a peculiar bluff on the 
Saguti Eiver, called Shimbuta, where their kings were buried. 

The goods not arriving, messengers were sent, who said the 
carriers had been attacked and three killed. A company of warriors 
were sent to escort them in. They were fine men, dressed with a 
necklet of blue wildebeests' tails like a short cloak, and the same 
on the arms and legs. The travellers now arrived again at Maxisi, 
Mr. Laforte's country house, near Inhambane; all this trouble, 
expense, delay, and suffering, having been caused by the ignorance 
and barbarity of the Portuguese Governor at Lorenco Marques, 
conduct which was subsequently reproved by the Governor-General 
at Mozambique, who said that Erskine's objects were perfectly 
legitimate and should have been encouraged. The usual delays 
now occurred about bearers after starting, and they had to seize 
and carry away with them all the goats of a chief to compel him 
to produce bearers, although the country was densely inhabited. 

Mr. Erskine next describes the coast from Durban to St. Lueia 
Bay, or the Zulu country, as having a high ridge near the sea, backed 
by hills rising step by step, but from thence northward towards the 
Zambezi; the bush country is a sandy flat covered with bush, the 
mountains lying far away until at the Limpopo, where they are 200 
miles inland. As a rule this plain may be described as a mitigated 
desert. The great limestone plain of South Africa is hemmed in 
by mountains to the west, and it extends, by the accounts of tra? 
vellers, as far as Abyssinia. The maps of this coast are entireiy 
wrong, with many mythical mountains and streams ornamental, 
thus showing the necessity for an Admiralty survey of the coast. 
The country here is called the Dibin. Mr. Erskine explains the 
paucity of names of the district through which he passed by the 
loss of his journal. 

He now came to quite a different race, whose huts were of bark. 
These people drew their snuff up into their noses by long bones, 
and wore tails or stumps sticking out behind, made of leather 

VOL. XIX. K 
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ornamented with brass. Here he overtook Mr. Dubois (whom he had 
sent on) nearly dead with fever, and if he had not arrived with a 

supply of quinine he would have died. The natives here caught 
game on foot, when their feet were cracked, they said, but more 

probably because they were clogged by running over soft clay. 
Mr. Dubois having caught game thus on foot. 

The whole district was disturbed, because the Zulu Governor 
was in it with 200 hungry Zulus, running about plundering the 

Tongas. The only kraal that had a goat was that they were in, 
and that only because when a Zulu came to demand goats and fowls 
Mr. Erskine told him to be off or he would thrash him. He went 
also to the Governor and accused him of stopping his journey by 
disturbing the district, but was appeased by a goat and smooth 
words. For several days they had to drink putrid water out of the 
trees or smoky off the thatch, the huts being built many miles 
away from water in order to avoid persecution from the Zulus, the 
curse of this country for hundreds of miles. 

Here he came on the Gabulu River, called by the Portuguese 
Gavura, a large river in lat. 22? 16'. Several mythical streams are 
laid down here on the maps, which are all, no doubt, the Gabulu, 
which runs parallel to the sea, and has been touched at by traders. 
It runs into a bay called Masomone, north of Bazaruta Island. 
The natives here are Bushmen, and great hunters. They kill 

elephants by making holes the size of their feet, with a stake loosely 
fixed at the bottom, which runs into the wretched animal's foot 
and remains there, preventing his moving, until they shoot him with 

poisoned arrows. 
A superior race must have lived here once, as deep limestone 

wells exist far beyond the powers of the present race to dig, who 

probably inherited their knowledge of handicraft from them. 
The natives here described some immense caves near, which they 

were too hurried and disheartened and sick to visit. They said 
the caves were insupportably hot and required light to visit them, 
and that there was a stream and pools in them. Lat. 21? 43', long. 
34? 34'. Here also they had to go 24 hours without water, with a 

long march, and the thermometer at 108? in the shade. 
Next day they overtook Messrs. Beningfield and Skillbeck, who 

were shooting elephants, and found them in good health, and 

enjoying themselves greatly. As they wanted rest, they staid 
with them some days, till they left for home at the end of March. 
The mornings now became so cold that they had to sleep on blankets 
and wear coats. 

They next reached the Sabi, which was inhabited by the dominant 
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Umgonis, who had fowls and other food, and who rob the poor 
Tongas of everything. The bed of the Sabi was 1000 feet wide, 
but the stream (then the dry season) only 100 feet, and 4 feet deep. 
They came here upon a kind host, who gave them a sheep, and 
offered Mr. Erskine a tusk of ivory and his daughter to wife ; both of 
which were politely declined. Here, for the first time, their coffee 
was ground between stones, wooden troughs, from want of stones. 
having been previously used. 

Here also they found women carrying about leathern dolls like 
children, in the hope that it would create maternal feelings 
which would lead to their having children. These dolls, which (I 
have seen) are very artistic, and have hair of strings and chignons 
of red clay, like those worn by the women there and others not 
so far south. They have eyes of black beads, with small red 
beads for pupils. He was much distressed here to see the state of 
the little slave children (waiting, no doubt, to be sold to the 

dealers), which he describes thus:?" We saw three or four poor 
little Kafirs and a lot of dogs lying in the ashes?whitened by the 
ashes?an indistinguishable mass of flesh, or rather bones. They 
give these poor slaves no food. If there are any pot scrapings they 
get them; if not, they have only such rats and birds as they can 
catch." 

In Mr. Dubois' ' Journal' is the following:? 
" It would be a mercy to buy them if the law would allow it; 

but humanity (?) forbids it: it would be slavery, and that cannot 
be allowed?no, not even to save their lives." A plan for effect- 
ing this was sent to England some time since, but met with no 
approval. 

Here they crossed the Sabi in lat. 21? 18': it is quite unnavi- 
gable, though its bed is a mile broad. The country was well inha? 
bited. They now came on a large river called the Gerongosi and 
its affluents, laid down in the most recent maps (Dr. Petermann's) 
as running into the sea at about lat. ?. 20? 28', at Sofala; it is 
nine miles south of that place. It is navigable for some distance, 
but no trade is carried on, owing to the Portuguese being afraid of 
the Umgonis. It drains the plains between the Bosi and Sabi 
Eivers, about 6000 square miles of poor sandy bush. Game, ele? 
phants, and hippopotami are plentiful. 

At Tibel's kraal they saw cotton-cloth made of an indigenous 
plant growing wild of three sorts; one, the cotton of commerce ; 
another, a creeper; and a third a small tree?all having the true leaf 
and flower of the cotton-plant. The primitive process of weaving 
is described. They make only their own cloths, narrow strips. 

k 2 
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Here they came on a district of dense bush filled with untapped 
indiarubber-creepers. This place is remarkable for the swarms 
of ants and the numbers of leopards, the women being afraid to work 
alone even in the daytime on account of them, and the doors of the 
huts being made of strong wood in consequence. One ran off with 
a fowl as they were starting. They suffered constantly here from 
fever, and could not sleep for the rats. 

They now passed through a dense bush, and then came to a fine 
forest, beyond which lay the largest kraal of Umzila's. There they 
found, as Erskine had predicted, rain and fine crops. They crossed 
the affluents of the great Bosi River. The path here was 1500 feet 
above the sea. 

The view from the western slope was the finest he had seen, and 
is thus described :?" Due west the valley seemed to open out into 
the plain, and nought but the horizon was seen. To the north 

abrupt, wooded mountains capping each other, until closed in by 
the grass-clad Sipumgambile, with its cap of timber. To the 
east the ridges appeared to end abruptly in a densely-wooded 
canon, which debouched into the Bosi, whose abrupt wooded banks 
seem to close the view. Beneath, the valley of the Umswelesi lay 
rolled, and flat as a picture, with its meandering waters fringed 
with evergreen trees, and it looked smiling and peaceful in its 

chequered frame." This valley is destined one day to be one of the 
most productive spots on that side of the continent. It would 

grow sugar and coffee admirably; and, being 800 feet over the sea, 
is quite healthy. It is only 125 miles from Inhambane, and there 

may be ports on the rivers much nearer, which shows again the 

necessity for an Admiralty survey of this coast. 

Having arrived near to Umzila's kraal, they sent to announce 
their arrival, when he replied that they were to stop where 

they were. Having waited a fortnight, they sent to say that 
unless placed nearer to him they should return home, as they were 
being starved there. They were, at last, allowed to come to 
his kraal at the sources of the Umswelisi, and called Tsamatskama 
or Nodwengu; Tsamatskama being its ancient Tonga name, and the 
latter a Zultt name, imitated from the name of the kraal of Um- 

panda, King of the Zulus. They halted within 500 yards of the 

King's kraal on the 8th of April, 1872, having started from Natal 
on the 25th of June, 1871; all those months having being wasted 

chiefly by the ignorant opposition of the Portuguese Governor at 

Delagoa Bay, and the rest by the want of bearers, owing to the dis- 
obedience of the tribes supposed to be under Umzila. In the 
afternoon a lot of drunken councillors gave Erskine two goats 
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and much insolence, saying the King could not see them until his 

messenger arrived with the goods. They asked where they were to 

sleep, but got no answer, and had to sleep under the canopy of 
heaven. Next day a messenger arrived, saying they must return 
to the kraals on the Tale. This Erskine flatly refused to do, and 
all the other kraals being royal, they were not allowed to go to 

them; and, at last, Tongas were sent to them, and they were told 
to build huts wherever they liked, as long as they did not overlook 
the " Palace " !! This they did, and, after two months and a half 
of waiting, they moved close to the King's kraal! 

The latitude of Umzila's kraal is s. lat. 20? 23'; long., by dead 

reckoning, e. 32? 30'; elevation, by barometer and boiling-point, 
3200 feet above the sea. 

Here follows a full and most interesting description of the native 
races about there; the different kings, their wars, &c, and of a rara 
avis of justice and clemency, who conquered the whole country, 
confined the Portuguese within their walls, but eventually went 
back to his mountain home, and allowed the tyrant Manukusa to 
rule the country. This man heard that the Boers of the South 
African or Transvaal Eepublic were seeking the sea at the mouth 
of the Limpopo. He collected an army, and sent it to intercept 
them. There were but twenty-seven families in all. 

They fell on the Boers at a little stream that enters the Limpopo 
near Erskine's " 

meeting of the waters," where he struck the 
Limpopo the first time. The Boers were defeated, and many 
women and children killed, and waggons and oxen taken. Some 
Boers managed to escape with their waggons; some few reached 
Delagoa Bay, and the rest died of the fever, of the treatment of 
which they were ignorant, even up to quite recently. Many of 
them were down with the fever when they were attacked. 

The natives show a baobab-tree, where one of the two brave Boer 
leaders fell, fighting, side by side with their backs to the tree, with 
their men, and repulsing attack after attack. The other leader, 
whom they called Muhas, escaped. Two men only reached Delagoa 
Bay. 

Manukusa now attacked his old conqueror, Naba, and, owing to 
mutiny in his camp, defeated him, and drove him into the Matabele 
country (Moselikatze's as we call it). He defeated and routed the 
Portuguese in many engagements. Eventually he was driven out 
by Umzila, with the assistance of the Portuguese. Manukusa 
paid a tribute of 300 head of cattle annually to the Boers, but 
Umzila both hates and fears them, and robs and ill-treats them 
on every opportunity. The Portuguese he neither fears nor hates, 
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but regards them as appendages to his empire, to fetch and carry 
goods for him, in fact, as a sort of enlightened Tongas. He robs 
them when he likes, and when goods and powder become scarce he 

proclaims peace. If the Government was to stop all powder and 

caps from going into his country, he would soon be brought to 

reason, but the enormous gains of the trade are such that neither 

they nor the Cape Colony can resist the temptation, though warned 
of the consequences by the Government of Natal, and by the Boer 

Republics. Nothing but a Sicilian Yespers will bring these lotus- 
eaters to their senses. Umzila's chief complaint was, that the 
Natal Government had not sent him the guns he asked for, and 

powder, although it was explained to him that we could not arm 
him against the Portuguese, with whom we were on friendly terms, 
and this although they themselves sell guns to the natives in any 
numbers. 

Long weeks were now passed in idleness, as sport was not 

possible, on account of the grass which was high overhead, and the 

buffaloes formerly wounded being dangerous. Umzila sent a 
cow now and then, and they got some fowls, honey, Kafir corn, and 
sometimes shot a buffalo, and the lions provided one; and, fortu? 

nately, one of the Queens died, and the "funeral cold baked meats " 

" furnished forth a feast." Nothing but howling, eating, and 

drinking was done for a month. To pass the time they made 
an excursion to the Tongo mountains without guides, as they could 

get none ; breaking their way through the tall grass, and then fol? 

lowing buffalo paths. There Mr. Erskine found a splendid site for a 

township. They heard here some vague rumours of ruins, but the 

moment inquiries were made, the narrators " shut up," being aware 
that they were on forbidden ground. Mr. Erskine thinks there can 

bebut little doubt that ancient Mahomedan ruins exist between this 

and the Gorongosi of the old Monomotapa (or Children of the Mines) 
people. 

Being in an official character, he thought it best not to create 

suspicions at that time by inquiries, hoping to do so at some more 
favourable opportunity. He found here the kraal of Imbbongan, 
the Zulu Governor of the district, and the terror of the Portuguese. 
He gave him nothing to eat and a hunter's shanty to sleep in; and 

coming to see the Englishman in the morning, he found him with 

an empty stomach and a mouth full of all the Zulu abuse he could 

muster, and, spitting on the ground (a great insult), Mr. Erskine 
marched on, the savage calling after him, " There are a few hippo? 
potami in the Lusiti; they are my cattle, you must not shoot them." 
Mr. Erskine called back: "111 shoot every one I can." The 
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kraal is situated in the most beautiful spot Mr. Erskine had ever 
seen. 

To say that this piece of country is full of interest is but ex? 

pressing a tame opinion of its geographical and geological features. 
This basin of mountains is the source of the great Bosi, one of the 
most interesting problems of geography. By its exploration, a 

knowledge would be obtained of vast regions of healthy country 
closely adjoining the Port of Sofala, and if taken in hand by 
Portugal and offered to emigrants on a liberal scale, it would im? 

mediately solve for ever the native difficulty in Southern Mozam? 

bique, and form a source of wealth and commercial activity such 
as she has not known since the days of those heroes who gained 
for her a grand colonial empire, of which the fragment alone 
remains to her now. 

He slept at the foot of the great Shinanimane mountain, which 
rises from the plain 3200 feet in a sheer wall on the Elarone Eiver, 
in lat. 19? 50'. This can be marked as his furthest point in 1872. 
He found his friend's cattle, the sea-cows, and had a fine shot at 
20 yards at one, but did not bag any. He made Umzila's easily in 
four days from this magnificent and valuable country. The 
distances in a bee-Iine from Umzila's kraal are from 

Miles. 
Leydenberg. 345 

Zoutpansberg .. .. 174 
Matabele's Kraal .. .. 180 

Cape Town. 1190 
Durban. 580 

Miles. 
Chiluwane Isle .. .. 140 
Zofulu. 125 
Quillimane. 300 
Senna. 250 
Tete . 260 
Lake Ngami. 680 Delagoa Bay .. .. 335 

Inhambane. 250 
Domestic animals perish in the plains from some mysterious 

cause. Mr. Erskine does not believe anywhere from the Tsetse fly. 
Donkeys less so than others. Elephants and camels have not been 
tried. The low country is healthy during July, August, September, 
and October, so that in these months European forces could traverse 
them. He closes his account of this tempting country thus : 

" In fact a country more adapted for easy conquest by Europeans 
could scarcely be found, and when once on the high plateau, a 
climate superior to that of Europe prevails. The country can also 
be entered with transport animals from the back or west side, 
traversing Umziligazi's country. A letter he wrote to a friend, and 
which was published in the " Mozambique Notice " 

clearly showed 
how easily Portugal might acquire this splendid country, and bring 
prosperity to her possessions here. To occupy it in the usual way 
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for trade purposes alone would be useless, as they would have to keep 
up an expensive garrison, but to offer the land to immigrants for 
settlements would not only do away with the necessity for troops in 
the long run, but settle the native question for ever. Compare the 
difference between the progress of Natal and these colonies, and it 
seems marvellous. The secret of the success of the former lies in 
a nutshell; and that nutshell is land grants and immigration. 
Without these Portuguese rule will ultimately be obliterated from 
the country south of the Zambezi : and their place be taken by the 

Anglo-African states of the south. If the Government have not 
the money or the energy to take the matter in hand, there are 

many capitalists in Europe able and willing to close for the con? 
cession of land and some share in the vast mineral wealth lying 
hidden in the soil. A little gold is still exported, and it was at 
one time sent out in large quantities from this district:" 

Mr. Erskine describes minutely Umzila's army, its enlistment, 
discipline, and the ceremonies and incantations when proceeding 
on service, in order to render it invulnerable by the witch doctors ; 
also the speeches of the chiefs and the king. They are a wretched 
lot of ragamuffins in comparision with the Zulus, an army of whom 
is an imposing sight. An army of 2000 men was despatched one 

day, to whom fifty guns only were issued with six rounds, and 
Umzila told them not to waste their ammunition or game. This 
shows what nonsense it is to talk of the impossibiiity of keeping 
ammunition out of the hands of the natives. The king closed this 
review by getting royally drunk, and chasing his sons about with 
a stick, and finally setting fire to their huts and burning their 

things. The sacrifices as usual with these races were to the spirits 
of their forefathers and not to any God. An earthquake passed 
here on the 18th July at 8.37 a.m. from north-west to south-east. 
The ground did not shake much, but there was a loud rumbling 
noise, it lasted three minutes; next morning, at 4.41, there was 
another shock. Umzila asked whether they caused it, and Mr. 
Erskine replied he knew no more about it than he did, though 
tempted to say it was the grumbling of our Government. At 
last Umzila sent down a paltry lot of ivory, eleven tusks, and said 

they were to pick up twenty more on the road. He told him it was 

perfectly ridiculous, that he had sent to say that he had a shipload 
of ivory for the Government, but that the Government did not cry 
for ivory, but that if he gave him only one tusk, he would take it 
and go, but that the Government would judge of him by his acts. 

This put them in a terrible rage, and they abused them all round. 
He says it would be wearisome to detail "all their ridiculous 
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behaviour." At length it was arranged that Mr. Dubois should 

pass out via Inyambane by sea, with the ivory, and Mr. Erskine by 
Leydenburg instead of Zoutpansberg as he had wished, on account 
of the scarcity of water on the latter route. They started on the 
30th of July for home. The journal of this route was lost with the 
rest of the journal in the waggon which was washed away in Natal, 
and not having Mr. Dubois' notes to refer to, the journal is all from 

memory; but the map as laid down daily was preserved on his 

person, and is now here; it is on the scale of 8 miles to the inch. 

Arriving at a kraal, they were so tormented by the Tsetse fly that 

they could not sleep, nevertheless there were many dogs, who are 

generally supposed to be the first victims to it. They had been 
bred there. He purchased one as a curiosity, and to confirm his 

opinion that the death of the animals in these countries is not 
caused by these flies. 

The account of the return journey is very interesting, but time 
is wanting for its description ; it will appear in the journal when 

printed, together with quite as interesting matter as that which 
I have here culled almost at hazard, so extremely interesting and 
full of information is the whole journal. The best part of the 

original journal, namely, long and most interesting conversations 
with Umzila and other chiefs taken down at the time, and which 
Mr. Erskine repeated to me on his arrival, is altogether omitted 

here; but no doubt we shall have similar and even more interest? 

ing accounts in the journals of his last expedition from Sofala to 
Umzila's with its numerous observations, which is expected by the 
next mail. 

The people take elephant and other game by hanging up heavy 
spikes of poisoned wood which fall on them. An elephant goes 
about 10, a giraffe 5, an eland 3 miles after being struck. 

We now came on his old friend the Limpopo, at a place called 

Matsamba, after the great Tonga chief there, which I mention, as 
he says :?" For the information of sportsmen I will add, that it is 
the beginning of the game country: hippopotami are in the river, 
giraffes, elands, koodos, lapabijes, zebras, wild pigs, gnus, and rhi- 

noceros, are found in the bush. A few miles below the kraal they 
literally swarmed. Nowhere in Africa have I seen so much game. 
Game is not universally distributed; it is only found in localities? 

perhaps accidentally discovered, as this place was by me. I have 

already sent one friend there who came out to shoot, but he did not 

get within 60 miles of it, and yet did better than most. Elephants 
also drink at the river, and if followed up energetically, are sure to 
be found. The Tabi or Sihlabi, an affluent of the Apaluli, is about 
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the southern limit of this game country. There are no great 
obstacles to getting here from Leydenburg, and doubtless now that 
the Zulu country is shot out, this will become a favourite ground 
with English sportsmen." 

Arriving at his old point of what he called the " 
meeting of 

the waters," that is, of the Lipalule or Elephant's River and the 

Limpopo, he found the latitude to be 24? 8', being 34 miles more 
to the south than his observation in 1868, the error in which he 

explains as having been caused by erroneous reading. The longi? 
tude he now changed also (in consequence of that of Leydenburg 
being changed) from 33? 42' E. to 33? 2'. 

His journal henceforth is taken from notes which were saved in 
a pocket-book, and it is very minute and interesting, but mostly 
over his former ground. He shot an elephant and wounded another, 
which he pursued for two days, but without success. He found a 

good deal of game hore?giraffes, ostriches, sea-cows* elephants, 
zebras, &c. 

One day, seeing some vultures, they thought it might be the 
wounded elephant; they halted, and had hardly done so before they 
heard a loud purring in the reeds, on which his people ran up trees. 
Whilst his hunter was loading his big gun, a fine male lion came 
out of the reeds and stood at about 40 yards. Dropping on his knee, 
he aimed at his heart with his small Snider single rifle, and fired. 
As the lion's head was turned from him, missing the hollow behind 
the shoulder he hit him behind the ear, when he reared straight on 
end and fell dead. Two other fine males now bounded out of the 
reeds and made off. He followed them for some time, but losing 
the spoor, came back and skinned his lion, on which he found a 
thick layer of blubber, showing how plentiful the game must be 
here. He now shot a huge crocodile, which the natives eat. Here 
he came on some remarkable rocks* like elephants, and near them a 
well-marked hill, with a solitary round rock on its summit, which, 
as a landmark, he named " Rawlinson's Cap," after the President of 
the Society. They now saw the Drachensburg mountains of Natal 
quite plainly; it may be imagined with what delight. One night 
they were surrounded by lions, who roared round them all night, and 
were only kept off by constantly renewing the fire. Mr. Erskine 
sat with his gun on his knees the whole night, and the Kafirs also 
with their assegais. Towards morning the lions left. Here seeing 
a honey-bird, he sent his people after it, and got a lot of honey. 
As some have doubted as to this peculiar instinct of the bird in 

leading men to the hive, Mr. Erskine says that he has sent his people 
after them hundreds of times, and these birds always led them to 
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honey. He gives the latitude frequently, and describes the country 
accurately. The Basutu people here live in caves in the mountains 
from fear of Umzila's people. They found some of them smelting 
iron. 

They could get no food here, but luckily shot a waterbuck. 

Starting early one morning to catch some lions, who were roaring, 
they had not proceeded far before six huge males ran by, growling 
horribly at being disturbed at their meal. As Mr. Erskine had 

only the Kafir's gun in his hand (his own large double gun had 
been presented to Umzila), and as the dawn had scarcely broken, he 
would not fire. Here his carriers, thinking they knew better than 

he, went a different way and did not overtake him for some days 
after his arrival at Leydenburg, so that he was without bedding, 
utensils, and almost without food. He soon came to the first Boer's 

house, who would not allow him to put up there, thinking him a 

tramp who would steal his horses. He gave him an account of him? 

self, which he refused to credit, saying that no man could live sixteen 
months in the fever country. Luckily he knew one Scoeman, a 

Boer, further on, where he got food and shelter. On this day he 
walked 33 miles, owing to the Boer's brutality, showing that he must 
have been in high health, although he had had the fever thirty 
times. Next day he made 24 miles to Leydenburg, his old friend 
Maclachlan's house, where he was received with open arms, and his 
troubles were over. Buying a pony and riding him and another 

(when done up) 50 miles a day, he reached home in Natal in good 
health and spirits?a great contrast to the spectre which appeared 
in my bedroom on his return from his first expedition, showing the 

necessity for medicine and sufficient bearers on such expeditions. 
He now proved the truth of the old saying that no man can be 

said to be truly fortunate until he is dead, as now happened the 

greatest misfortune of his life. He had carried his journals the 
whole way on his person, but the rivers in Natal being up, and 

having to swim some of them on horseback, he was persuaded to 

put them into a waggon, where they were lost as above mentioned 

by their being washed away. I was astonished at the equanimity 
with which he bore this disaster. The patience of Job was im- 

patience in comparison; and it might almost bear comparison with 
that of Sir Isaac Newton, when the labour of part of his life was 

destroyed by his little dog Diamond throwing a candle down among 
his notes. He had hardly rested and realised his loss, when he 
started again back to Umzila's via Sofala, this time on " his own 

hook," and amply supplied with goods by Messrs. Dunlop, Mees, and 

Co., of Eotterdam, which eminent and enterprising firm has been 
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occupied for some years past in developing the trade on this coast 

regardless of expense. The journal of this fresh expedition, in which 
he had 40 hunters and 160 bearers starting from Sofala, promises to 
be of great interest, and, as he had proper instruments and more 

experience, will be very valuable. Since his return by sea from the 
last expedition, he has started again from the same region a fourth 
time, but finding trade brisk at Delagoa Bay has remained there 
for the present, sending out hunters to shoot ivory. 

These explorations, and those in the interior north of Living? 
stone, Speke, Grant, Baker, Mauch, Stanley, Cameron, and others, 
show that there is a star rising in the south, the brightness of 
which promises not to pale before those of the north, the east, or 
the west, and it is to be hoped that it may not again be lost sight 
of as it was by its first modern discoverers, the Portuguese. There 
is a most interesting appendix on the subject of Sofala, and its 
ruins, gold mines, &c, and referring to old works on the subject; 
but I think that will be best dealt with when the journal of the 

expedition from Sofala itself is received. 
Mr. Erskine concludes thus, after showing how easily by avail- 

ing themselves of the dissensions of Umzila, the usurper, with 

Manomio, the rightful heir, and of those of the Matabele tribe, 
the Portuguese could establish a strong empire at a trifling cost. 
" Before I traversed the country, I imagined that the climate was 

against progress by the Portuguese, but I now see nothing to 

prevent them from not only rivalling the English Colonies in 

Afriea, but outstripping them in prosperity." 
The country is in many respects richer, and very much more 

accessible on the seaboard. The Zambezi affords a navigable 
channel for some hundreds of miles, and unlimited land of the 
richest kind for rice, sugar, coffee, and cocoa, and other tropical 
produce of value can be found on its banks. The trade is now 
confined to ivory, indiarubber, bees-wax, orchilla, and hides, which 
are purchased at great expense by goods carried on the natives' 
heads. 

The Rev. Horace Waller said there could be no doubt that some day 
interesting accounts would be obtained of the ancient settlements in the region 
which Mr. Erskine had visited. In olden times, a very great quantity of gold 
was brought from there. The Portuguese settlers, in their present effete con? 
dition, get a little from the south of the Zambesi; but English colonists from 
Natal were now working upwards to new gold-fields, and he believed it was 
rather from their feeling that they had better keep a good thing to themselves 
than from anything else, that more was not heard of the gold in those parts. 
Within a few years, probably, the produce of gold from South-east Afriea 
would equal that of California. Of course one great difficulty to be overcome 
was the prevalence of fever. The fever poison was taken into the system on 
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the sea-board, and developed on the high ground inland, just as country people 
coming up from Essex sometimes had ague in London, and imagined they had 
contracted it there, when in reality they had brought the disease from the Essex 
marshes. When he was on the Zambesi, he frequently heard the two names 
which Mr. Erskine had so often used; the one Gorongoza, and the other 
Muanakuss. The natives, who came down to Senna and Shupanga, where 
Mrs. Livingstone was buried, on the south bank of the Zambesi, called them? 
selves the children of Muanakuss, and from Morambala he could see the 
great Mountain Gorongoza. It was rather peculiar that those names should 
have been perpetuated to the present day. In common with everyone pre? 
sent, he could not but feel much admiration for Mr. Erskine's qualifications 
as an African traveiler. 

Major Erskine said he expected by the next mail to receive his son's 
journal of his more recent journey from Sofala, and that, no doubt, will deal 
with the question of the mines. Nothing could more convincingly prove the 
existince of large gold-mines, than the fact that it was death for a native to 
speak of them or of the ancient ruins. All the chiefs showed the greatest 
jealousy about these mines, and it was therefore extremely difficult to ascertain 
their whereabouts. Gold can even now be bought in the country, and Mr. 
Erskine had brought some back in quills, which he had obtained from the 
natives. There could be no doubt it was a very rich country. His own 
opinion was that it was the ancient Ophir, but his son did not hold the same 
vieW. The Queen of Sheba's real name was Sabia, a name which was 
even now given to a river there. In some maps, Sofala was called Sophir. 
The " S " was merely a prefix, and it was therefore reasonable to suppose that 
the original name was Ophir. In a geography book, eighty years old, in his 
possession, it was stated that the value of the gold exported annually by the 
Portuguese, was about 3,000,000?. sterling. On his latest expedition, Mr. 
Erskine had 35001. worth of goods with him, and arms, ammunition, and 
good instruments. His observations had been sent to the observatory at 
Cape Town to be verified, and therefore everything detaiied in the journal 
would be absolutely correct. His explorations extended to within 2? of Dr. 
Livingstone's country. It would be a great boon to humanity if the country 
could be taken possession of by the Portuguese, or some other civilized nation. 
The Tongas were evidently an improvable race, much more so than the savage 
Zulus, who would never apply themselves to any sort of industry; but so 
long as the Zulus (who were a mere handful in comparison as regards num? 
bers) were allowed to continue their depredations, the Tongas would never be 
able to advance, and in the end they must be exterminated by the Zulus. 
Some years ago, the Portuguese sent an army of 600 men into the country ; 
but all, except the commander-in-chief, were destroyed by Bonga, to whom 
Mr. Erskine had referred. His son had undertaken four expeditions, entireiy 
at his own expense : surely some other young Engiishman was now prepared 
to take up the running. 

The Chairman believed that everyone must agree with Major Erskine, 
that any civilized nation that would take possession of the country would be 
in a position to confer upon that part of Africa one of the greatest blessings. 
The atrocities, tyranny, and continual massacres that took place, were enough 
to make one's blood run cold. He hoped that bold and enduring English? 
men would always be ready to imitate Mr. Erskine. Although the occupation 
of tracing African rivers to their sources led very rapidly to the end of life, 
yet such men as Livingstone and many others had not been deterred from the 
task, and he trusted such explorations would never cease until civilization had 
obtained a firm hold upon Africa, and had converted to useful and peaceful 
pursuits the people who at present were entireiy given up to frightful massacres 
and slavery. He did not agree with Major Erskine in the belief that the region 
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described in the paper was the ancient Ophir. A verse in one of the Psalms 
spoke of the Kings of Sheba and Arabia bringing gifts, which seemed to imply 
that Arabia, and not Afriea, was pointed to. The Tongas were the only 
African race, of which he had ever heard, who had come to the conclusion that 
war was an abnormal state, and not to be encouraged. They really seemed to 
be far ahead of some of their European brethren in that respect. 

ADDITIONAL NOTICES. 

(Printed by order of Council.) 

1. International Congress ofthe Geographical Sciences. 

Since the publication of No. 1 of the present volume of the ' Proceedings,' 
in which (p. 59) were reprinted some of the circulars relating to the approach? 
ing meeting of the International Congress of Geography at Paris, the follow? 
ing letter, fixing the date of the meeting, and also of the Geographical Exhi? 
bition, has been received:?? 

" To the President of the Boyal Geographical Society. 
" Paris, 8th Jan. 1875. 

" Numerous applications have reached us, requesting that the meeting of 
the International Congress of the Geographical Sciences may be delayed. 
The date, 31st March, has seemed too early and the season too little favourable 
for travelling. On the other hand, the Exhibition, which is associated with 
the Congress, having taken a wider extension, the selection of a building of 
larger dimensions than was originally fixed upon has become necessary. " The Geographical Society of Paris has had recourse to the goodwill of 
the French Government, which has been good enough to place at their dis? 
posal the Palace of the Tuileries; the preparation of these galleries became, 
therefore, a new cause for delay. " We have, in consequence, fixed the date of the opening of the Exhibition 
at the 15th July, 1875, and. that of the meeting of the Congress at the lst 
August. " I have the honour, Mr. President, to beg that you will make known 
officially this decision to the Society whose labours you direct, and I hope 
this delay, in facilitating the co-operation of its members, will render our 
enterprise still more profitable to science. 

" Yeuillez agreer, &c, 
" Le Yice-Amiral, President de la Societe de Geographie, 

" De la Ronciere le Noury." 

2. On the Names of Places in Geography. By Lieut-Col. William 
Ross King. 

The subject of the following remarks being unlikely to prove apropos to any 
papers coming before the meetings of the current Session, I address them to 
you in the present form for the purpose of being laid before the Society's 
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